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Oahu Railway picnic train about i946 on the main line along the 
West coast near Makua photographed by Kent W. Cochrane. The picnic 
train was a "last ditch” effort to stimulate passenger traffic and 
was well patronized as a Sunday special with as many as 20-cars. 
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Oahu Railway 6, "KAUILA", is on display alongside the oid passenger 
depot at Honolulu, but has since this picture acquired a false 
stack. It was photovraphed in more conventional form by Fred Stindt 
at Honolulu on February 15, 1937. 





The pride of the Dillinghams is observation car 64 of the Oahu 
Railway. It has been preserved in good working order at Honolulu. 
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. When actuai construction of the Uahu Railway got under way 
on March 8, 1889, Hawaiians were wondering, “why and what for", 
and termed the whole project "Dilitingham's folly". But Benjamin 


F, Dillingham planned it a narrow gauge railroad so it could get 
around the rugged coast line of Oahu and as a means of developin 
the vast areas of land into profitable plantations which regions 
were impassable to any other means of travel. The railway was 
incorporated in January 1889 under the authority granted by the 
Legislature of the Kingdom of Hawaii in its session in 1888. 


Eight miles were put in operation from Honolulu on November 
16, 1889 as a part of the celebration of King Kalahua's birthday. 


Dillingham was able to locate two narrow gauge locomotives 
on the Pacific Coast from the recently standard-gauged Sonoma 
Valiey Railroad and purchased the "Sonoma" and the "General 
Valiejo", a 0-4-2T and 4-4-0, respectively. 


Operations to Pearl City (12 miles) started January 1, 1890; 
to Ewa Mili (18 miles) January 4, 1890; construction to Waianae 
(31 miles from Honolulu) was started in 1895 and operations to 
that point were commenced on July 4, 1895. The section to Waialua 
(55 miles) was completed on June 11, 1898 and to Kahuku (71 miles), 
the end of the line, on January 1, 1899. The Wahiawa branch 
inland was buiit in 1905 to serve the then new pineapple district 
and later a branch was built from almost the end of the Wahiawa 
branch to Schofield Barracks. 


Before World War II the 90 mile Oahu Railway gave excellent 
service, both freight and passenger with its 23 locomotives, 
36 passenger coaches and 1300 freisht cars. The road also main- 
tained two gas electrics with two trailers for speedy surburban 
service. A great number of plantation railroads connected with 
the Oahu at various points and all were the same narrow gauge. 
3 feet, so the interchange of cars proved no difficulty. 
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Oahu Railway 70 heads a Kahuku freight at Arch Rock on August 7, 
19641 as a special stop for Fred A. Stindt's camera. 
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Oahu Railway passenger train during World War II headed by engine 
76 photographed at Honolulu in March, 1943. Prior to Pearl Harbor 


iE 
many of the passen-er cars had been converted into "can cars i 
equipped with freight car doors to haul empty cans from the water t 
front to the canaries. When restored to passenzer service the F 


doors remained. 
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The locomotives used were built by American, Baldwin and 
Lima Locomotive Works and the early cars by Carter Bros at Newark, 
California. Later all cars, inciuding freight were built in 

the company's shops in Honolulu. The Oahu Railway had a number- 
ing system all of its own with the first Locomotive bought from 
the Sonoma Valley Railroad being numbered 45, the age of manager 
Ben Dillingham. The following locomotives were numbered for the 
children's ages, namely 19, 15, 8, 6 and 5. When several engines 
were purchased in 1897 and delivered at Honolulu in 1898, one 
Locomotive was numbered 98 in honor of the annexation of Hawaii 
by the United States, which took place on August 12 of that year. 
Another was numbered 76 in honor of a reciprocity treaty with 

the U.S. on August 15, 1876. There were a few more engines 
numbered as to ages in the Dillingham family, but after the turn 


of the century a pattern was established giving numbers as to the 
size of the power. 


There was about three miles of 70 pound rail out of Hono- 
luiu and for the rest of the system it was 60 pounds. Double 
track ran all the way from Honolulu to Waipahu (14 miles) 

a junction point with the Wahiawa and Schofield branch. A block 
system was also in operation over the same distance. 


During pineapple season, June through August, the railroad 
Operation ran around the clock from fields to Canneries with the 


loads and empties on the return. Seventy-five trains a day was 
commonplace. 


In the late thirties the passenger business started to 
slump badly due to competition from the private auto. To meet 
this, the Oahu started bus service, which meant the end of the 
passenger trains. Most of the passenger cars were then conver- 
ted into "can" cars, putting a side door in the middle, but 
leaving the windows intact. 


Then came the day of "infamy", December 7, 1941. The Oahu 
was in the war for all it was worth. Converted "can" cars went 
back into passenger service and long worker's trains went from 
Honolulu to Pearl Harbor ana out to Barber's Point every day. 
Troop trains shuttied between Honolulu docks and Schofield 
barracks. The U. S. Government built a number of steel box cars 
to assist in the war movement. There was no idle moment for the 
Oahu. 


More power was needed so a ten-wheeler from the recently 
abandoned Pacific Coast Railway in California was purchased in 
1942. Two new diesels were acquired from General Electric in 
October, 1943, and for some reason assigned the numbers 15 and 
19. 

When the war ended in 1945 the buses and trucks once again 
began taking over the traffic. However, one official thought 
trains on Sundays might be a stimulous and that it sure was. 
Each Sunday morning a 20 car train, fully loaded, would leave 
for Haleiwas for a day's outing and return in the evening. 


In 1947 the decision was reached though, to abandon the 
railroad with the exception of the terminal area around Iwilei, 
about 3 miles. The track would be kept in to Pearl Harbor for 
emergency. The U. S. Navy took over the portion in the Pearl 
Harbor area and for several miles to an ordinance depot. 


With the heart of the railroad gone, a number of box cars 
and passenrer cars along with locomotives were scrapped. A gooa 
number of box cars found their way to the Salvador Railroad 
in Central America alone with engines 32, 34, 35 and 36. One 
engine No. 85 with a combo and passenger car went into active 
service at Traveltown, Los Angeles. 
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Oahu Raiiway motor car M-2 shown in better days, about 1933, near 
Honolulu. From the collection of Fred Stindt. 


Oahu Railway double header freight on the Wahiawa grade with engines 
36 and 35 about 1941 by Fred A. Stindt. 
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At this date a few pieces of equipment still remain, terminal 
freight switching being maintained by diesels 15 and 19, Engine 
No. 12 is reported finished and ail that is left that can be 
operated of the once srand fleet of "iron horses” is Engine 
No. 60. It is this ensine that the Pacific Coast Chapter, 

Railway and Locomotive Historical Society planned to run once 
again on the "Hawaiian Paradise” tour come October of this year, 
As to a piece of passencver equipment?, Ah, the grand old obser- 
vation car that has been preserved so nicely by the management ,- 
so, before 1957 fades away a little passenger train will once — 
again ride the rails of the Oahu Railway. 





ROSTER OF STEAM LOCOMOTIVES - OHAU RAILWAY AND LAND COMPANY 





No. Type Builder Year Number Specifications Disposition-History 
5 2-4-2T Baldwin 1888 8973 
6 0-4-2T Baldwin 1889 19028 
8 0-4-2T Baldwin 1878 4455 


scrapped 
Display engine "KAUILA" 
Scrapped Note (1) 
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9 0-6-0 American 1916 55826 scrapped 
10 0-6-0 American 191) 46716 scrapped 
12 0-6-0 American 1912 51165 out of service 
15 4-4-0 Baldwin 1889 1889 scrapped 
19 4-4-0 Baidwin 1889 1889 - scrapped 
22 2-8-0 Baldwin 192 20324 D scrapped 
31 2-8-0 Baldwin 1902 20325 E scrapped 
32 2-8-0 American 1913 53446 F sold, note (2) 
34 2-8-0 American 1912 51164 F sold, note (2) 
35 2-8-U American 1916 55827 F sold, note (2) 
36 2-8-0 American 1913 53447 F_ sold, note (2) 
37 2-8-0 American 1909 46170 G scrapped 
39 2-8-0 American 1909 46043 G scrapped 
43 Shay Lima 1921 3165 H scrapped 
44 Shay Lima 1920 3997 H scrapped 
45 4-4-0 Baldwin 1881 5488 - scrapped, Note (3) 
57 0-6-0 Baldwin 1897 15336 I scrapped 
60 2-8-2 American 1925 65279 J stored serviceable 
64 4-6-0 Baldwin 1898 15386 K scrapped 
70 2-8-2 American 1925 66280 J scrapped 
76 2-8-0 Baldwin 1897 15388 L_ scrapped 
80 2-8-2 American 1926 66685 J scrapped 
83 4-6-0 Baldwin 1898 16387 - scrapped 
85 4-6-0 American 1910 48585 M donated Travel Town, 1954 
87 4-6-0 American 1910 48586 M_ scrapped 
88 4-6-0 American 1916 55828 N scrapped 
90 2-8-2 American 1926 66686 J scrapped 
98 2-8-0 Baldwin 1897 15567 L_ scrapped 
111 4-6-0 Baldwin 1911 37398 0 scrapped, Note (4) 


Note 1 - Originally Sonoma Valley Railroad No. 1, "Sonoma"; purchased in 1889. 

Note 2 - Sold about 1950 to Ferrocarril de San Salvadore, retained same numbers. 

Note 3 - Originally Sonoma Valley Railroad No. 3, "General Vallejo"; purchased in 1889 

Note 4 - Originally Nevada-California-Oregon Railway #11; in 1923 became Pacific Coast 
Railway No. 111; purchased in 1942, 


SPECIFICATIONS weight tractive 
Cyl. S-B.P. engine force 
8x12 46 150 24,000 3,490 
14x20 38 160 72,000 14,000 
12x16 33 160 47,600 9,500 
163x20 38 150 92,800 18,100 
163x20 38 150 92,800 18,100 
163x20 38 170 101,000 19,400 
15x20 36 160 82,200 17,000 


12x15 34 200159,000 36,150 
12x16 33 160 40,500 9,500 
18x22 44 200 156,000 27,500 
13x18 43 150 64,500 9,000 
14x20 38 150 68,000 14,000 
13x18 43 160 68,000 9,600 
15x20 43 160 72,000 14,000 
16x20 44 180 
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The Diesels - Numbers 15 and 19 built by General Electric in 
October, 1943, are 380 h.p., B-B, diesel-electrics. Both 


in service. 
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Oahu Railway No. 45, numbered after the age of Manager Ben Dilling- 
ham, was the first engine purchased by the line. It was purchased 
in 1889 from California's Sonoma Valley Railroad which had been 
standard gauged. This picture was taken about 1923 at the Honolulu 
roundhouse by Richard Jackson. 


OAHU RAILWAY 





Oahu Railway 15, also numbered after the aze of one of the Dilling- 
ham children, heads a passenger train on tle double track near 
Honolulu about 1923 for Richard Jackson's camera. 
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Oahu Railway No. 19, numbered after the age of one of the Dillingham 
children, was one of the first engines built for the line. Photo- 
graph at the Honolulu roundhouse about 1923 by Richard Jackson. 
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Oahu Railway 57, the oldest 0-6-0 switcher, is shown here at 
Honolulu roundhouse ready for switching at the Honolulu caneries 
on August 20, 1941, by Fred A. Stindt. 
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Oahu Railway 22, one of the older consolidations, is shown at 
Honolulu ready to head a freight to Ewa Mill on March 17, 1937, by 
Fred A. Stindt. 





it feet 


Oahu Railway 64, one of the older Baldwin ten Wheelers pictured at 
Honolulu on April 13, 1938 by Fred A. Stindt. 
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Oahu Railway 31, a consolidation, is shown here on a Wahiawa branch 
freight coming on to the main line at Wahiawa Junction just one 
month before Pearl Harbor (1941) by Fred A. Stindt. 





Oahu Railway 36, one of the four Alco consolidations sold in 1950 
for service in San Salvatore, is shown here in helper service on the 
Wahiawa Branch on December 1, 1938, by Fred A. Stindt. 
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Oahu Railway 44, one of two shays used on the heavy grade of the . 
Wahiawa branch, is shown after retirement at Honolulu on Uctober 9, 
1941 by Fred A. Stindt. 





ry le 
Poe 


'AHU RAILWAY 





Oahu Railway 10, one of the three later U-6-) switchers, is shown 
on the Honolulu waterfront about 1945 by Kent W. Cochrane. Its 
mate, the 12, is one of two remaining steam engines, but is schedu- 
led to be scrapped. 
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Oahu Railway 90, one of four 
is shown in 1943 at Honolulu 
Cochrane. Its mate, the 60, 
in serviceable condition. 


large outside frame mikes (60-70-80-90), 
ready for a run to Kahuku by Kent W. 
is the last steam engine on the line 





Oahu Railway 111, the last engine purchased for the line, was 
spotted for Gilbert Kneiss' camera in March, 1943, at Honolulu 
roundhouse. 


It was purchased in 1942 from the Pacific Coast 


Railway, but saw little service as the engineers did not like its 
riding qualities. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Fifteen 








TRANSIT NOTES In San Francisco the Municipal Railway ended ser- 

vice on Geary Street lines B and C on December 29 
with car 77 on the B making the last regular run, A Bay Area fan 
trip covered the line with a PCC on the 30th. The Geary barn is 
being vacated by streetcars with all cars transferred to Geneva or 
scrapped. The California Street cable line shut-down the same 
evening for a temporary three-month shut-down to transfer operations 
to the Washington barn and to move the center slot to the exact cent- 
er---California Street has had a side-grip with the slot several 
inches off-center, 

On the Sacramento Northern a "farewell" passenger run was made 
January 13 due to an end to maintenance on the portion to be aband- 
oned between Oakland and Lafayette. It is expected that the Union 
Street line of the Oakland Terminal will be ready by early Spring, 

The Metropolitan Coach lines has officially taken ownership of 
the Pacific Electric rail cars and electric overhead and the P.E, 


has abandoned all electric operation except for some switching in 
West Hollywood. 





SANTA FE BUDD CARS BEING REBUILT The Santa Fe RDC cars 191 and 
192 are now in the Santa Fe's 
Topeka shops. the 192 is being built into a combination car with 
the passenger section reduced to 36 seats, It is believed that 
they will be assigned to trains 311 and 312 between Dodge City and 
Newton, Kansas, the connection with trains 11 and 12. -- "Sparks" 





END OF STEAM ON WHITE PASS & YUKON Three General Electric narrow 
gauge diesel-electrics have 
been shipped to the White Pass & Yukon Railroad and the company has 
announced that the last six steam engines will be taken out of ser- 
vice. Four of the steamers will be scrapped and two kept for emer- 
gency or auxiliary use. The diesels were shipped on gondolas from 
Erie, Pa., to Seattle and there transferred to the steamer Chena, 
They are 800 h.p., 162,000 pounds weight on C-C (six-wheel) trucks 
and presumably specially equipped for cold weather Operation like 
the two diesels put in service on the WP&W in 1955, 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC STEAM ENGINE RETIREMENTS 
Last Quarter, 1956 


No. Date Disposal 2845 10/3 D-L-R 4235 11/7 
1218 11/27 D-P-LA 3203 10/19 D-L-R 
1231 10/11 D-L-LA 3275 10/4 Sacramento 4272 10/25 DeL-R 
1233 12/13 donated 3629 11/15 S-P-SSF 4275 11/8 S-P-SSF 
City of Woodland 3653 11/7 D-LIP-LA 4283 10/29 ¥P-SSF 
1238 12/12 donated 3669 10/4 D-L-R 4286 10/29 Sacramento 
City of Fresno 3689 10/29 Sacramento 4397 12/21 Sacramento 
1260 aA D-LIP-LA = A —s 4311 10/19 ?-SSF 
1266 10/18 D-L-R ee 
tant lo/ie bk, ual 0/ir Dick 4970. ‘12/2 Saerananto 
1738 11/7 D-P-LA 4164 12/13 S-L-SSF 4412 12/21 Sacramento 
1739 10/4 D-L-LA 4176 11/8 S-P-SSF 4417 10/29 Sacramento 
1758 11/7 D-L-R 4178 10/17 D-L-R 4433 11/15 S-?-SSF 
1759 1147 D-LIP-LA 4180 12/4 S-L-SSF cnt 256d kee beine 
1767 10/4 D-L-R 4184 10/24 D-L-R 4435 12/13 S-L-SSF 
1774 11/2 donated 4190 12/4 S-L-SSF 4440 10/31 D-L-R 
City of Globe, Ariz. 4193 11/15 Y?-SSF 4452 11/7 DL. 
1783 10/26 D-L-R a8 10/5 i-8 4502 10/28 D-L-R 
1809 12/21 Sacramento 4217 10/24 D-L-R 4506 11/8 S-P-SSF 
2336 10/17 D-L-R 4229 10/29 Sacramento 4511 10/11 Sacramento 
ete Al : a Place - scrapped by Southern Pacific 
2491 11 i R P-SSF scrapped Purdy Co., South San Francisco 
2566 10/17 D-L- D-L-LA delivered Luria Bros., Los Angeles 
2583 10/4 D-L-LA D-P-LA delivered to Purdy Co., Los Angeles 
2587 11/29 ipod D-LIP-LA delivered Lippsett Steel, Los Angeles 
2589 10/5 ¥-SSF S-P-SSF sold Purdy Co., South San Francisco 
2703 12/5 Bayshore S-L-SSF sold Luria Bros., South San Francisco 
2718 11/16 donated D--L-R delivered to Luria Bros., Richmond 
Modoc Co. (Alturas) 
2771 11/27 D-LIP-LA COMPLETE LIST OF S.P. LOCOMOTIVES SCRAPPED OR SOLD 
2781 11/12 Bayshore in 1956 AND ASSIGNMENT OF STEAM AS OF JANUARY, 1957 
2816 11/5 D-L-R send 50¢ and large 6¢ self-addressed envelope to 
Fred Stindt, 1414 Aberdeen, San Mateo, California 
The Western Railroader 
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